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Hence, they are non-partisan and non-ideological. In addition, they do
not represent material interests of particular socio-economic categories,
like social classes, but rather groups in civil society who are interested in
furthering a particular outlook to life (Castells 1996).

The growth of the new social movements is facilitated by the culture
industries of the global era. The latter create ideas and lifestyle options
and diffuse them throughout society thanks to the information-based
advertising-marketing principles already well established in the global
society. These same principles are appropriated by the new social
movements and then used to facilitate the propagation of their ideas
throughout society.

Another factor that helps in the spread of identity-based movements
is the disjunction between the national economy and cultural identities.
The rational, scientific principles of the capitalist economy and their
explicit assumptions of mastery of the world are disentangled from social
and cultural transformations because technological progress in the
context of weakened nation-state fails to bring about justice and peace,
promote human rights and protect the environment. As mentioned
previously, the state can no longer fulfill its commitment as a welfare
state. Therefore, technological progress, delinked from society and
culture, becomes more abstract, while the real world seems to recede into
identities (Touraine 1995).

The transition from nation-state-based politics to civil-society-based
concerns corresponds to a move from masculinized to feminized culture.
Politics focused on the nation-state is dominated by men. This
domination reflects the power of men in the economic, political, and
social institutions of patriarchal society. By contrast, the new social
movements are largely organized by women. The explanation relates to
the assertion of identity by these movements. Women who have been
dominated and deprived from their identities in patriarchal societies are
the strongest defenders of the right to express their feminine identity. The
call for equality and difference put forward by women is a defense of
identities par excellence (Touraine 1995; Fisher 1999).
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and high-tech warfare, the growing global dimension of environmental
degradation, the corruptible impact of the global criminal economy, and
the rise of global communication-information-entertainment networks.
As a matter of fact, the state becomes too small to handle global forces
(Castells 1996).

The weakening of the state has two major repercussions on political
parties and labor unions, the locus of national political debate and
policy. First, these structures lose their legitimacy and their ability to
carry out partisan politics. This legitimacy crisis arises from a national
fiscal crisis caused by an increased contradiction between the
internationalization of core economic activities and the national basis
of taxation systems. Tax revenue of the state decreases; and this exerts a
downward spiral of social benefits-related labor costs, threatening the
foundation of the political system. The system is rendered incapable of
responding to the welfare demands of the various groups. As a result,
people everywhere display a growing skepticism toward mainstream
political parties (Castells 1996).

Second, the rise of global forces and the increased integration of
nation-states into the global capitalist system efface partisan politics and
blur ideological contrasts between the right and the left. This marks the
«end of ideology» (Bell 1988) as all states become constrained to follow
market-oriented reforms and democratize their political systems if they
wish to catch up with the global race of progress and affluence. Put
differently, the global era signals the «end of history» (Fukuyama 1992)
where capitalism has triumphed over all other political systems.
Consequently, partisan politics and the mobilization of people around
ideological contrasts are rendered superfluous, discrediting the political
system in the eyes of people.

As a result of the decline of nation-state-based politics, people
everywhere turn to socio-cultural movements that assert identity and
lifestyle such as peace, protection of the environment, human rights and
rights of ethnic and sexual minorities, democracy, good governance, and
numerous social work agencies concerned with the elderly, the sick,
children, the disabled and the poor and vulnerable (Castells 1996,
Giddens 1991). The new movements are issue-based; they do not advance
socio-economic demands and do not aspire to seize political power.
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of services and ideas. Ultimately, the immaterial society rests on the
maximization of knowledge-based activity and its full utilization via
communication infrastructures in the domains of mass media, fashion,
entertainment, academia, art, protection of the environment, the
safeguard of human rights and the promotion of democracy (Luke
1995; Wexler 1990).

Soft goods are culture industries; the services and ideas produced
and propagated sell lifestyle options such as shopping at malls,
entertaining at theme parks or resorts, promotion of fashion, travel,
sports, artistic/academic works and the propagation of human rights,
democracy and peace. All of these activities involve a vision of a certain
style of life (Touraine 1995).

The immaterial culture of soft goods explodes and expands to a point
where everything in social life becomes cultural; culture, in brief,
subsumes society. The explanation resides in the marketization of life
styles that shifts the societies from production of the pre-global society to
consumption of the global society and revolutionizes the techniques of
consumption to create an everlasting demand for services and ideas
instead of revolutionizing the techniques of production of the pre-global
society to increase the quantity of commodities. This endeavor entails
influencing and shapping people’s mind. In this context, the techniques of
information-based and mass-mediated marketing become the dominating
principle in society. It invades all aspects of social life and subjects them
to its logic. Everything becomes digested by the machine of marketing
propagated throughout the society: cultural lifestyles, knowledge, ideas,
human rights and commodities (Baudrillard 1970; Ritzer 1997; Wexler
1990; Appadurai 1990).

Civil Society and Feminization

The second feature of globalization that is relevant to women is the
decline of nation-state-based politics and the rise of civil society-based
concerns. The forces of globalization undermine state power. Among the
major causes of state powerlessness are: the internationalization of core
economic activities of production, investment, consumption, financial
and currency markets and trade networks, the increased multilateral
interdependence between states in the domains of foreign policy, security
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ferninism. The Fourth Conference in Beijing shifted the focus from
women to the concept of gender, recognizing that the entire structure of
society and all relations between men and women within it had to be re-
evaluated. Only by such a fundamental restructuring of society and its
institutions could women be fully empowered to take their rightful place
as equal partners with men in all aspects of life (United Nations,
Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Division for the
Advancement of women: the Four Global Women’s Conferences 1975~
1995, Historical Perspective,

www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/followup/session/presskit [hist.htm)

Globalization and Women

Globalization originated in the 1970s in the historical coincidence of
three independent processes: the information technology revolution, the
economic crisis of both capitalism and statism along with their
subsequent restructuring, and the blooming of cultural social move-
ments (Castells 1996). The essential features of globalization are too
complex and beyond the scope of this paper. However, two features are
relevant to women’s rights and, therefore, require some elaboration: first,
the rise of the soft goods and the explosion of culture and, second, the
decline of masculinized nation-state-based politics and the concomitant
blossoming of feminized civil society-based concerns.

Soft goods and culture

The global era inaugurated the shift from hard goods of the pre-
global industrial society that were centered on capital and consumer
goods to soft goods of the global information society that are centered on
information processing, marketing, advertising, management, consulting,
banking, insurance, entertainment, fashion, media, tourism and the
production and diffusion of cultural items such as film-making, book-
publishing and art production and the propagation of ideas of
multiculturalism, democracy, human rights, peace and the protection
of the environment (Castells 1996; Barber 1996; Luke 1995; Wexler
1990).

Soft goods are immaterial; they do not involve the production of
material objects, but rather revolve around the production and diffusion
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Evidently, the confusion of motherhood with collective identity
serves as an alibi to maintain the traditional ideologies and gender roles
and, hence, poses problems to the Arab feminist movement.

Feminism in Arab countries faces other challenges such as the
persistent absence of democracy, the politicization of feminist issues, the
hegemony of political regimes and/or political parties, the elitist nature of
the leadership, the pervasiveness of traditional allegiances, and the
domination of charity-oriented activities (Beydoun 2002; Al-Bezri 1990;
Hatab and Maki 1987).

Global Feminism

The United Nations convened four world conferences on women in
Mexico City (1975), Copenhagen (1980), Nairobi (1985) and Beijing
(1995). The conferences worked out common objectives and strategies for
the advancement of women. The major contribution of the conferences
was the provision of a legal global framework for all feminist movements
in the world.

In Mexico City, the First Conference launched the United Nations
Decade for women and identified three key objectives that would become
the basis for the work of the United Nations on behalf of women: full
gender equality, full participation of women in development, and
increased contribution by women in the strengthening of world peace.
The conference marked a shift from an earlier belief that development
served to advance women to a new consensus that development was not
possible without the full participation of women. The Second Conference
in Copenhagen recognized that disparity persisted between rights secured
and women’s ability to exercise these rights. To address this concern, the
conference urged governments to recognize the value of women’s
contribution to society and to organize consciousness-raising campaigns
on the opportunities available for women. It called governments to
integrate women into decision-making positions. The conference, also,
pinpointed three areas that require highly focused action, namely, equal
access of men and women to education, employment, and health care.
The Third Conference in Nairobi recognized that women’s equality
encompassed every sphere of human activity and declared that all issues
are women’s issues. The conference was referred to as the birth of global
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directed against women at home, in the workplace, in various institutions
and public places www.wikipedia.org/wiki/feminism

Feminist Movement in the Third World

Second-wave feminism in the West reached out Third World
societies in the second half of the twentieth century, initiating the
inception, and with time, the blossoming of organized feminist
movements. However, feminism in these societies maintained hesitant
stances regarding two major issues: the first is patriarchy and the ensuing
sexist ideology and the second is modernity. Regarding the first issue, it
was believed that a radical critique of patriarchy and sexism questions the
foundation of society and involves an imitation of the experiences of
Western women at the expense of local feminist experiences. With respect
to the second issue, Third World Feminists were indecisive regarding the
problem of modernity, confusing it with westernization. This confusion
led many feminists to device strategies to safeguard local/national
identities and preserve true authenticity (Taylor 1983; Morgalis 1993).
Needless to say, the preoccupation with these issues offered justifications
for maintaining traditional forms of gender inequality and discrimina-
tion.

It is worthy to note that in the Arab countries the over-emphasis on
true authenticity'” is inextricably linked to pronounced gender inequality
and discrimination.® This is admirably reported by Abdel Wahab
Bouhdiba in his classic «Sexuality in Islam» (Bouhdiba 1975). In this
work he explains that Arab Society limited the spread of Westernization
to externals, that is, to technology, economy, politics, while fiercely
defending the essential values of private life, family, home, women, and
religion. Arab women, he asserts, have been promoted to the role of
guardians of traditions and shelters of the collective identity. Also,
Bouhdiba declares that the procreative role of Muslim women has been
more emphasized at the expense of other roles. Thus, in his words,
femininity has been reduced to the motherhood nutshell.

(1) The rise of Islamic fundamentalism reflects this trend.
(2)  Arab Human Development Report of 2005 presents the case of women’s degra-
dation in the Arab countries.
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Feminist Movement

The Feminist Movement was born in the second half of the
nineteenth century in the US and UK, but expanded worldwide in the
twentieth century consequent to the growth of feminist ideas and the
diversification of feminist activities. In the last quarter of the twentieth
century, the United Nations sponsorship of feminism placed the cause of
gender equality on top of the global agenda by providing a common
objective and a plan of action for the advancement of women.

. Feminist Movement in the West

Scholars have divided the history of feminism in the West into three
waves, each dealing with different aspect of the same feminist issue. First-
wave feminism refers to a period of feminist activity during the nineteenth
century and early twentieth century in US and UK. This wave focused
primarily on gaining the right of women to suffrage. It ended by granting
this right in 1919 in the USA and in 1918 in the UK. Feminists in this
phase were liberals: they asserted the equality of men and women
through political and legal reforms without altering the structure of
society. Second - wave feminism refers to a period of feminist activities
beginning in the early 1960s and lasting till the late 1980s. In this phase
feminists saw political, social, economic and cultural inequalities as
inextricably linked. They referred to discrimination against women and
the sexist structure of power and demanded a shared responsibility for
child-rearing and the respect of the reproductive rights of women. They,
also, diversified their perspective on women’s rights: some persisted in the
liberal tradition, some advocated a radical stand tracing the oppression
of women to the fact that societies are dominated by men, and others
adopted a socialist perspective seeing capitalism as the source of female
oppression. Third - wave feminism began in the early 1990s and is still in
vigour to date. This last wave continues to coexist with the second-wave
feminism. Two features mark this wave: the first is an emphasis on an
identity-based stance explained by the fact that the experiences of white
women are inevitably different from those of women of color.
Accordingly, different perspectives and strategies of action were
required. The second is the concern with micro politics, that is, the
disclosure of offenses, violence, discrimination or sexual harassment

12



health conditions and material well-being as indicated by rising incomes
and increasing food production. Evidently, the decline in death and birth
rates increases the percentage of the elderly in the population.

The decline in the infant mortality rates and birth rates indicated that
women did not feel that they had to bear as many children as before to
feel reassured that there would be enough offsprings to look after their
parents in their old age.

World population database presents evidence of this worldwide
demographic transition taking place over the past five decades, from
1950/1955 to 2000/2005. First, population growth rate in the world has
declined from 1.78% to 1.24%.Second, infant mortality rate in the world
(per 1,000 male births and per 1,000 female births) has declined from
164.1 to 54.9 for males and from 141.3 to 52.8 for females. Third, total
fertility rate in the world measured by the number of births per women
per lifetime has declined from 5.02 to 2.65. Fourth, life expectancy in the
world has increased from 45.0 years to 63.9 years for males and from 47.8
years to 68.3 years for females (United Nations Population Division,
World Population Prospects: The 2006 Revision Population Database,
www.esa.un.org/anpp/).

Demographers have, also, designed the so-called Replacement Level
to measure population stability. This index indicates that population
stability requires 2.1 births per women per lifetime. The Replacement
Level fertility of the developed world is 1.5 while that of the developing
world is 3.1 (and 3.5 if China is not included). However, demographers
expect that total fertility rates will stabilize around 2.1 in most developing
countries in 2050 due to the dynamics of the demographic transition.

The demographic transition is very critical to the advancement of
women. First, smaller families partially relieve women from house-
keeping and child-rearing tasks, providing them with more free time to
explore available job opportunities outside home. Second, the demo-
graphic transition is accompanied by the empowerment of women in the
political, educational and economic domains. These social changes are
mutually reinforcing and, hence, consolidate the stance of women.

11



and Russia (53.1%), then the European Union (50.5%), then Latin
America and the Caribbean (49.2%), then South Asia (37.4%), and then
the Middle East and North Africa (28.2%) (International Labor
Organization, Labor Force Participation Rate, www.ilo.org/public/
english/employment/start/kilm/download /kilm01.pdf).

A closer look at the female labor force participation rate shows that
Scandinavia has the highest rate (85.6%) and the Arab countries the
lowest (33%). North America has a rate of 82.5%, Russia a rate of 82%
and most countries in Western Eastern and Central Europe have rates of
60% and above. The largest four countries in Latin America have the
following percentages: Argentina 48%, Mexico 48%, Venezula 54%, and
Brazil 52%. The largest two countries in Sub-Saharan Africa have the
following percentages: Nigeria 67% and Ethiopia 56% and the
percentages of the largest two countries in Asia are China 86% and
India 50% (Human Development Report 2004).

The Demographic Transition

The twentieth century was the century of the so-called demographic
transition taking place over the past 50 years. It was the transition from
population growth to population stability. Practically, countries all over
the world are in this transition. For most developed countries, this
transition is over now, while for developing countries some are in the
beginning of this process, some are in the middle of it and others are in its
very late phases.

Consequent to the demographic transition, demographer tend to
believe that world population is expected either to maintain an eventual
standstill or decline in the twenty-first century.

Initially, this demographic transition was brought about by a decline
in infant mortality rates (and crude death rates) while birth rates
remained high, resulting in a significant population growth. Decline in
infant mortality rates (and crude death rates) was a result of the
improved health conditions and living standards. After a period of time,
birth rates dropped down with increasing life expectancy, improving

(1)  www.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demographic_transition
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The second indicator of female education is the gross enrolment ratio
for primary, secondary and tertiary'? level schools. Scandinavia, North
America, Australia, Western, Eastern, and Central Europe, Japan and
Russia have almost achieved total female education at the three levels.
Latin America comes after these countries. Its Jargest countries,
Argentina, Mexico, Brazil and Venezuela have consecutively attained
the percentages of 98%, 74%, 94% and 74%. Asia occupies the third
rank, and its two largest countries, China and India have consecutively
attained a percentage of 64% and 48%. Sub-Saharan Africa occupies the
lowest rank in world percentages, and its two largest countries, Nigeria
and Ethiopia have consecutively attained a percentage of 41% and 28%
(Human Development Report 2004).

Entry of Women into the Labor Market

The first two decades of the twentieth century witnessed the
beginning of women’s participation in modern economic activities. This
female economic gain originated in the West but with time gained
momentum and encompassed the whole globe. However, disparities still
persist across the globe in the rates of female participation in the
economy.

Needless to say, work in the modern sense is public, paid, full-time,
and regular. All economic activities that do not fulfill these conditions
are not considered work, irrespective of their contribution to the society.
Only women’s work in the beginning of the twentieth century meets the
above-mentioned conditions. Prior to this date, women’s work was
home-based, unpaid, part-time and casual. In traditional societies,
women were engaged in home-located industries and in agriculture-
based production. Even during the Industrial Revolution in Europe most
of women’s occupations were confined to the putting-out system of
domestic industry, domestic services, petty trading concerns, and most
professions refused entry of women.

The female labor force participation rate in the world is 53.9%. East
Asia has the highest world rate (73.1%), then Sub-Saharan Africa
(63.2%), then South-East Asia (60.5%), then East and Central Europe

(1) Post-secondary education



believed that quotas are in conflict with liberal democracy and merit, and
the ex-communist block societies bear a strong anti-feminist sentiment
due to people’s fatigue with forced communist emancipation (Nour-
Eddine 2006; www.quotaproject.org).

As for the Arab countries, quotas are not implemented in most of
them, which accounts for their low women’s representation. However,
some Arab countries, like Tunisia, Morocco, Djiboti, Sudan and Jordan
have recently introduced the quota system that succeeded in raising the
level of women’s representation in the parliament. These countries are
Tunisia (22.8%), Morocco (10.8%), Djiboti (10.8%), Sudan (9.7%) and
Jordan (5.4%) (Nour-Eddine 2006).

Educational Attainment of Women

The twentieth century ushered progressive leaps in the field of female
education. Most countries in the world have made remarkable gains in
this field though disparities still persist among them, and efforts have yet
to be made to attain the goal of universal female education.

The first indicator of female education is the literacy rates. Countries
in the First and Second World, (Scandinavia, Western Europe, Eastern
Europe, Russia, North America, Australia, and Japan) and most
countries in Latin America have attained almost a complete percentage
of literacy for females aged 15 and above. This scene is different in Sub-
Saharan Africa and the Arab countries. Although these countries have
made strenuous efforts to eradicate women illiteracy, high rates of
illiteracy still persist. The two largest Sub-Saharan countries, Nigeria and
Euthiopia, have consecutively women illiteracy rates of 40.6% and
66.2%. In the Arab countries, 48.2% of women are illiterate (Human
Development Report 2004, Nour-Eddine, 2006). As for Asia, most
countries fall in the middle of a range between the countries of the First
and the Second World and Latin America, on one hand, and those of the
Sub-Saharan Africa and the Arab World, on the other hand (Human
Development Report 2004). In other terms, although Asia surpassed
Sub-Saharan Africa and the Arab World, it has failed to attain the high
rates of women literacy in the First and Second World and Latin
America.



and the former Soviet Republics and East, South-East, South Asia and
Central America in the late 1980s and 1990s (Human Development
Report 2000, Huntington 1991).

A closer look at the worldwide spread of women’s suffrage shows
that Scandinavian Countries were the first to introduce this right in the
mid-1910s, then the USA in 1920, then most countries in Western and
Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Republics in the 1920s-1930s, then
Latin America in the 1940s, and then most countries in Asia and Africa
in the 1950s and 1960s (Human Development Report 2006).

Likewise, the worldwide expansion of women’s political participa-
tion in parliament reveals that Scandinavia has the highest percentage of
women parliamentarians (39.7%) and the Arab countries the lowest
(6%), while the world average is 15.6 %. Latin America ranked the
second where 30% of seats are held by women. Other continents/
countries had the following percentages: Europe 16.3%, Asia 15.1%,
USA 15%, Sub-Saharan Africa 14.6% (Human Development Report
2006; Nour - Eddine 2006; www.quotaproject.org.).

How can we explain the high percentages of Scandinavia and the
relatively low percentages of developed and affluent Europe and, also,
how can we explain the relatively high percentages of underdeveloped
Latin America and poor and backward Sub-Saharan Africa? The
Explanation resides in the «quota fever». Scandinavia and most
countries in Latin America have consecutively introduced the quota
system in the 1980s and 1990s. As a result these countries enjoyed a high
representation of women in parliament. The percentage of women
representation in Sub-Saharan Africa is close to the world average
despite its underdevelopment and late democratization and enfranchise-
ment. With the recent introduction of quota in Sub-Saharan Africa,
women gained more empowerment. As a matter of fact, some countries
like Rwanda, Burundi, South Africa, Mozambique, Uganda and Burkina
Faso reached a very high percentage of 30% and above of women
representation in parliament after the recent legalization of quotas
(www.quotaproject.org).

However, the quota fever has not reached the developed societies of
Western Europe (with the exception of Belgium Holland and France) and
Eastern and Central Europe and Russia. In Western Europe, it is
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are mostly susceptible to racism. It recognized that women affiliated to
minorities and indigenous populations, poor, migrant workers, and
prostitutes are victims of racism and violence. To combat racism, the
conference urged to incorporate a gender perspective in all programmes
of action against racism and called for an involvement of women in
decision-making when implementing such programmes.

In addition, the United Nations convened four world conferences on
women in Mexico City (1975), Copenhagen (1980), Nairobi (1985) and
Beijing (1995). The conferences adopted common objectives and
strategies to enhance the struggle for the cause of women. The most
crucial in these conferences was the construction of a legal global
framework for all feminist movements in the world.(

Participation of Women in the Political Process

The fundamental prerequisite for the political advancement of
women is democracy which is in simple terms the right of all adults to
vote, stand for election, hold public office, express opinions freely and
join political parties (multipartism) and various associations. Women’s
political advancement rests on these principles and, consequently, it
follows that democracy and women’s rights go hand in hand.

In the twentieth century, democratization made tremendous strides
worldwide. The United Nations Development Program observes that in
1900 no country had universal adult suffrage. All countries excluded
significant groups from the right to vote, notably women and minorities.
In 2000 the majority of the world’s countries had universal adult suffrage
and multiparty elections. During 1974-99 multiparty electoral systems
were introduced in 113 countries (Human Development Report 2000).

In fact, the past 25 years witnessed the global expansion of the so-
called «third wave» democracy (the first wave occurred in Europe in the
nineteenth century and the second wave in the Post-World War II).
Many countries moved in a democratic direction. The first was Southern
Europe in the mid-1970s (Greece, Spain, Portugal), then Latin America
and the Caribbean in the late 1970s and late 1980s, then Eastern Europe

(1) See pages 14, 15



foundation for two subsequent documents adopted in
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and tt
tional Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rig
Covenants are elaborations of the fundamental principl
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. These two covena
with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, form the Int
Bill of Rights.

The Covenant on Civil and Political Rights lists the fu
rights to freedom of thought, conscience, religion, freedom of ¢
freedom of association. It recognizes the right of peopl
determination and of minorities to the enjoyment of their ¢
calls for the abolishment of hatred and actions that ir
enjoyment of rights. The International Covenant on Econor
and Cultural Rights affirms the rights to work, safe and health
conditions, equal remuneration for work of equal valu
reasonable limit of working hours. It, also, asserts the rights tc
standard of living, welfare provisions, and the rights to the en;
cultural life and scientific progress. The three above-r
documents of the International Bill of Right include article
central to the cause of women. The preamble of the
Declaration of Human Rights asserts the faith in the equal
men and women. Article 16 recognizes the equal rights of
women in the institution of marriage and Article 25 concedes tc
function of motherhood and proposes special care and ass
mothers. Likewise, Article 3 in the Covenant on Civil anc
Rights affirms that men and women have equal rights to the «
of all civil and political rights; and Article 3 in the Con
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights affirms the equal rig
enjoyment of all economic, social and cultural rights.

In 1979 the United Nations adopted the Conventio
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Wor
convention is the most comprehensive document on women’s
restates the provisions of three United Nations conven
Convention on the Political Rights of Women (1952) the C
on the Nationality of Married Women (1958), and the Declarat
Elimination of Discrimination Against Women (1967). The cor
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