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Pupils’ Attitude Towards Reading in the Second Cycle of the
Primary Education in the Kingdom of Bahrain

Dr. Ali E. Ismaeel
Dept of Curriculum & Instruction
College of Education - University of Bahrain

Abstract

The investigation aims at identifying pupils’ attitude towards reading in the
second cycle of the primary education in the Kingdom of Bahrain with regard
to: sex, classroom grade and learning disabilities.

A twenty —items scale was especially designed for the sought purpose. The
subjects of the investigation were (387) male and female pupils selected from
seven schools of the geographical areas in the Kingdom of Bahrain. Such
schools are applying special education programmers for both eminent pupils
and pupils of learning disabilities.

The analysis of the outcomes of the investigation showed positive attitudes
towards reading in general. However, it indicated differences in the attitude
towards reading in connection with sex and classroom grade conditions. On
the other hand, no differences in the attitude was found with regard to learning
disabilities

Inadditiontothe outcomesofthe investigation, anumber of recommendations
was made.

Key words: attitudes, attitude towards reading, learning disabilities, eminent pupils.
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The Organizational Voluntary Behavior of the Faculty Members
of the Jordanian Public Universities and its Relationship
to Some Demographic Variables

Prof. Rateb S. Alsaud Dr. Susan A. Sultan
Dept of Educational Administration ~ Dept of Educational Administration
Amman Arab University for Graduate Studies ~ Amman Arab University for Graduate Studies

Abstract

This study aimed at finding out the level of practicing organizational
voluntary behavior by the faculty members of the Jordanian public universities,
and examining its relationship to some variables: Sex, academic rank, &
college type. The study sample was chosen by using cluster random technique,
and consisted of (278) faculty members. Data were collected using “Niehoff
& Moorman” scale.

The findings of the study indicated that the level of practicing organizational
voluntary behavior by faculty members of the Jordanian public universities, as
perceived by their academic chairpersons, was on average. Furthermore, there
were significant differences at regarding the degree of practicing organizational
voluntary behavior by faculty members of the Jordanian public universities,
as perceived by their academic chairpersons attributed to sex, academic rank,
& interaction between these variables, whereas no significant differences
attributed to college type or the interaction between the three variables were
found.

Key words: educational administration, organizational voluntary behavior, Jordanian
universities, faculty members.
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A Comparative Study of Career Needs Among Normal and
Special Cases Students in Sultan Qaboos University
in Light of Some Variables

Dr. Basim M. Al- Dahadha
Dept of Education — Science & Art College
Nizwa University

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the level of career needs
among normal and special cases students in Sultan Qaboos University in
light of some variables. Sex, college and GPA. To achieve this purpose, a
questionnaire was developed to scan the career needs, which demonstrated
adequate reliability and validity at a sample consist of (318) student, (154)
male and (164) female.

The results revealed that the level of career needs was in the middle. The
results also revealed there were significant differences for the student category
(normal, special cases) on the career needs in favor of special cases students
and for all aspects. Results also showed that there were significant differences
for the sex on the career needs in favor of male, and also for the students who
had low or accepted GPA in stead of good or very good GPA. While results did
not show differences for the student college on career needs.

Key words: career needs, students, special cases, sex, college, GPA and specialization.
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The Effect of Good Behavior Game on Reducing Negative
Classroom Behavior of Third Grade Students

Dr. Zeiad Barakat
College of Education
Al-Qud Open University

Abstract

The objective of this study was to examine the effectiveness of an
experimental program using the «Good Behavior Game» on reducing negative
classroom behavior of third grade students. The sample consisted of (113)
students distributed randomly on four groups: Two for male students (27 as
experimental and 25 as a control group), and two for female (33 as experimental
and 28 as a control group). Results revealed statistically significant in the
reduction of negative classroom behaviors between experimnetal and control
male and female groups students in favor of experimnetal group. Also the results
show that there were the differences in the reduction of negative classroom
behaviors between experimnetal and control groups were found also: During,
after the program implementation, and in the followup measurment in favor
of experimnetal groups.

Key words: good behavior game, negative classroom behavior.
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The Assessment of Optimism and Pessimism among
University Students: A Cross-Cultural Comparative
Study between Kuwaiti and Omani Students

Prof. Bader M. Alansari Dr. Ali M. Kazem
Dept of Psychology Dept of Psychology
Kuwait University Sultan Qaboos University
Abstract

The present study aimed at examining both cultural and gender differences
in optimism and pessimism among university undergraduates from Kuwait
University, Kuwait and Sultan Qaboos University, Oman thought testing
three hypotheses. The Arabic Scale of Optimism and Pessimism (ASOP),
was administered to two independent samples of undergraduates, comprising
(900) students from Kuwait University, and (900) students from Sultan
Qaboos University. Results revels significant cultural differences were
found in Optimism in which Oman’s scored be higher than the Kuwaitis on
the Optimism scale, while there were no significant cultural differences in
Pessimism. Moreover, significant gender differences in Optimism were found
among the respondents with males scoring higher than the females, and no
significant gender differences in Pessimism. Moreover, the interaction between
Culture and Gender on Optimism and Pessimism were not significant. The
implications of the findings were discussed, with some recommendations.

Key words: optimism and pessimism, gender differences, cultural differences, university
undergraduates, the arabic scale of optimism and pessimism.
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The Effect of Cognitive Style and Training on Social Learning and
Visual Spatial Representation Strategies on the Development of
Mathematical and Social Problems Skills

Dr. Mohammad A. Al-Khateeb Prof. Adnan Y. Atoum
Ministry of Education College of Graduate Studies & Research
Jordan University of Sharjah
Abstract

This study aimed at investigating the effect of cognitive style and social
learning and visual spatial representation strategies on the development of
mathematical and social problems. The researchers used the Group Embedded
Figures Test on (100) male students. In light of the results, 60 students were
selected (30 were field dependent, and the other 30 were field independent)
and were randomly distributed into four equal groups. A 2x2 factorial design
with two levels of cognitive styles and two levels of problems solving strategy.
A pre and post test for solving mathematical and social problems was used on
all four groups of the study.

The results of the study showed that there was a significant difference in
student’s scores for solving mathematical problems in favour of visual spatial
representation strategy, and in student’s scores of solving social problems in
favour of cooperative learning strategy. In addition, there were no significant
statistically differences in students scores on mathematical and social
problems due to cognitive style (field dependent/field independent) or due to
the interaction between the cognitive style and problem solving strategies.

Key words: cognitive style, social learning strategy, visual spatial representation
strategy, mathematical and social problems skills, cognitive psychology.
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Omani Physical Educators’ Job Satisfaction and its
Relationship with Selected Variables

Dr. Kashef N. Zayed
Dept of Physical Education
Sultan Qaboos University

Abstract

The current study aimed at investigating the relationship between selected
variables (gender, qualification, marital status, and years of experience)
and job satisfaction of Omani physical educators working at governmental
schools. A job satisfaction scale consisted of four sub-scales was developed
and administered on a random sample consisted of 131 male and female
physical educators.

The results explored that 36% were highly satisfied with there jobs, 44%
were moderately satisfied, and 20% are dissatisfied from there jobs.

The study also revealed that the most factor affecting job satisfaction is the
finance income, whereas more than 75% of the sample either dissatisfied or
slightly satisfied regarded their salaries.

The results also showed that the educators who had less than five years of
service are more satisfied than their counterparts who had more than five years
of service. Regarding qualification variable, the study illustrated that Bachelor
degree holders were more job satisfied than the Two- Years Diploma holders.

Lastly, the study revealed that married physical educators were less job
satisfied than singles physical educators, whereas no significant differences in
job satisfaction scale and its four sub-scales have been found between males
and females.

Key words: job satisfaction, physical education, physical educators.
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The Effectiveness of a Training Program in Satisfying
Psychological Needs of Kindergarten Children

Dr. Hanan A. Alanani
Princess Alia University College
Balgaa Applied University

Abstract

The present study aimed at examining the effectiveness of a training
program in satisfying psychological needs of kindergarten children.

The psychological needs scale was administrated. The sample of the study
consisted of (71) male and female children between (5-6) years old from
Deana kindergarten in AL-Moquablain District. The sample was divided into
a control (N=34), and an experimental group (N=37). The researcher used
the means and ANCOVA to answer the questions of the study. The finding
of the study showed that there were significant differences in the degrees of
satisfying the psychological needs due to the training program. The findings of
the study also showed no significant differences due to gender or the interaction
between gender and program.

Key words: psychological needs, kindergarten children, training program.
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Psychometric Properties of EPQR-S and
EPQR-A in Syrian Context

Prof. Amtanyos Michaeel
College of Education
University of Damascus

Abstract

This study aimed at assessing the psychometric properties of Eysenk
Personality Qestionnaire - Short form (EPQR-S) and Eysenk Personality
Questionnaire-Abbreviated form (EPQR-A), to assertain their suitability to be
used in Syria. In order to achieve the objectives of the study various methods of
reliability and validity were used. and the two instruments under investigation
were administered to a wide variety of samples.

Validation data collected for each of the four subscales of EPQR-S, i.e
Psychoticism P, Extraversion E, Neuroticism N, and Lie L subscales showed
satisfactory coefficients of reliability, and established convergent and divergent
validity, as well as construct validity for these subscales. On the other hand,
this study gave, to some extent, satisfactory coefficients of reliability and
validity for the four subscales of EPQR-A, although lower than those obtained
for the EPQR-S subscales .

The researsher proposes that the EPQR-S is suitable to be used in Syrian
context; whereas much attention should be taken in using the EPQR-A which
ought to be used merely when it is difficult to use the EPQR-S. The researsher
also suggests that the two instruments under consideration should be subjected
to further investigations.

Key words: psychometric properties, eysenk personality questionnaire, short form,
abbreviated form.
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The Problems Facing Kindergartens at Irbid Governate in
Jordan as Perceived by the Teaching Staff

Dr. Abdul Latif A. Momani
Arbid University College
Al-Balgaa Applied University

Abstract

This study aimed at investigating the problems facing kindergartens in
Jordan as perceived by the teaching staff in the sampled kindergartens. The
Sample of this study consisted of (127) teachers who were working in (30)
kindergartens in Irbid city.

To fullfill the purpose of the study, the researcher develop a self completion
questionnaire. Results of this study showed that the most common problems
for kindergarten teachers were: The low salaries, absence of classes for
students with learning disabilities, the lack of libraries for children, in addition
to that, the lack of educational counselors for children in the kindergartens.
Results also revealed no statistically significant differences in teachers’ views
concerning problems faced by kindergarten due teachers’ degrees, or years of
experience in teaching.

Key words: kindergarten, problems of kindergarten, kindergarten teachers.
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The Effectiveness of Teaching Geometry through Using the Four-
Phase Learning Cycle Strategy on Seventh Grade Male Students’
Achievement and their Geometrical Thinking Levels

Dr. Hani I. Al-Obaidi Hussien S. Abu-Dames
Dept of Curriculum & Teaching Ministry of Education
Hashemite University Zarqa-Jordan
Abstract

This study aimed at investigating the effectiveness of teaching geometry
through using the four-phase learning cycle strategy on seventh grade male
students’ achievement and their geometrical thinking levels. The sample
consisted of (77) male students of the seventh grade. The students were
randomly distributed into two sections. One section was randomly chosen to
be the experimental group taught by using learning cycle strategy while the
other was the control group taught by using traditional strategy. The necessary
instruments were prepared to include an achievement test in geometry, a test in
geometrical thinking, and the appropriate teaching plans. The results showed
significant statistical differences in the total achievement, and in the overall
geometric thinking in favor of the experimental group which was taught by
the four-phase teaching strategy.

Key words: geometry, learning cycle, geometrical thinking levels, Van Hiele
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