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Planning Competency of Administrative Staff at Sultan
Qaboos University in the Process of a Safe Transformation
into Electronic University

Dr. Abd-Allah M. Al-Shanfari Dr. Wajeha T. Al-Ani
College of Education College of Education
Sultan Qaboos University Sultan Qaboos University
Abstract

This study aims at investigating the planning competency of the admin-
istrative staff at Sultan Qaboos University for a safe transformation into
becoming an electronic university. The study also aims at determining
whether the level of competency as measured by the responses of the
participants varies according to gender, hierarchical position, years of
experience in administration, and level of computer literacy. A third aim
is to reveal the level of association between the responses of participants
and the kind of use of electronic service provided by the university.
Towards those ends the analytical descriptive methodology is employed.
A 45-item questionnaire is the main instrument to gather data from 91
participants. Reliability co-efficient reached 0.92. Means, standard devi-
ation, multiple analysis of variance and Chi-Square are used to treat the
data.

The findings show that 57% of the items are marked as “high” (4.43-
3.75) whereas 43% of the items are marked as ‘average’ (3.74-3.08).
This suggests that the university is in the process of a smooth and safe
transformation into becoming an electronic university. The findings also
show statistically significant differences at the 0.05 level between holders
of intermediate diploma and holders of Masters Degree in Computer on
the ‘values and interpersonal’ and ‘future forecasting’ domains. Gender,
position, and years of experience did not result into statistically significant
responses between respondents. The study concluded with recommen-
dations and suggestions.
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An Imperical Investigation into the Effect of Using Computer
Assistant Instruction on Students’ Achievement in Mathematics

Saed Bin Abdulrahman Al-Dael
Department of Educational Technology
Teachers’ College at Riyadh

Abstract

The study aimed at investigating the effect of using computer assist-
ed instruction on acquiring three mathematics skills (addition, subtrac-
tion, and multiplication) of the second grade students at Al-Assema
School in Riyadh.

It attempted to answer the following questions:

Are there differences in the direct (immediate) achievement of the sam-
ple members of the three mathematics skills that can be attributed to
learning by computer?

Are there differences in the retention of the study sample members of the
three mathematics skills that can be attributed to learning by the comput-
er?

In order to answer the above two questions of the study, a sample con-
sisting of (40) students of the second basic grade were drawn from Al-
Assema school in Riyadh.

Members of the study sample were randomly assigned into two groups.
The first one was taught traditionally, the other group was taught the
three mathematics skills through educational programs that use the com-
puter.

When analyzing the data, by using analysis of variance, the following
results were reached:

There were statistically significant differences between the experimen-
tal and the control groups in favor of the experimental on each of the
three arithmetics skills (addition, subtraction, and multiplication) in both
of the immediate and retention achievement.

In view of the above results, it was recommended that decision mak-
ers should provide elementary schools with softwares that could be used
in learning. Further studies were recommended to investigate the effect
of using computers on learning other subjects at different stages.
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Predicting Math. Achievement Form Math. Anxiety
and Attitudes Towards Math. For Tenth Graders

Dr. Ibrahim M. Yacoub
College of Education
Yarmouk University

Irbid — Jorden

Abstract

This study aimed at determining the relationship between math.
achievement and math. anxiety and attitudes towards math. Also,
this study aimed at determining the relative importance for each of
these variables in predicting students’ math. achievement.

The sample consisted of 152 males and 146 females students in
the tenth grade. The results indicated statistically significant corre-
lation’s between math. achievement and the independent variables
(math. anxiety, and attitudes toward math.). Results of the multiple
regression analysis indicated that the independent variables work
differently in predicting students math. achievement. For males
these variables explained (39.61%) of the variance and explained
only (26.64%) for females. Also, for males’ attitudes towards math.
explained (34.81%) of the variance, and math anxiety explained
(4.80%). For females’ attitudes towards mathematics explained
(22.9%) of the variance and math. anxiety explained (4.55%).
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The Effect of Changing the Position of the Strong Distractor, when
Wrong Options were Removed, on Difficulty Index and
Discrimination Index of the Multiple Choice Questions in Physics

Abdulla Bin — Kamees Ambusaidi
Dept. of Curriculum & Instruction
College of Education
Sultan Qabbos University

Aabstract

The aim of the study was to investigate the effect of changing the posi-
tion of the strong distractor, when the technique of removing the most
wrong options was used, on students’ achievement and some psycholog-
ical attributes (difficulty index and discrimination index) of the test item.

To achieve the above aim, a multiple-choice test in physics consisting
of (24) items was constructed. Two versions of the test were designed to
be identical except for the position of the strong distractor. The test was
validated through a panel of judges and the reliability was estimated by
Kuder-Richardson 20 method giving a value of (0.76).

The sample consisted of (133) female 10th grade students chosen ran-
domly from two public schools in Al-Seeb sector in the Governorate of
Muscat — Sultanate of Oman. (67) students answered version one,
whereas (66) students answered version two.

The results showed that there were nonstatitically significant differ-
ences in the mean scores of the students’ achievement in two test ver-
sions. Furthermore, there was nonstatitically significant differences in the
mean scores of the difficulty index and the discrimination index of the test
items between the two versions.

A number of recommendations and suggestions were proposed in the
light of the above results.
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The Reading Interests of Jordanian First-, Second-
and Third-Grade Pupils and the Obstacles Limiting
these Interests

Dr. Ruba F. Bataineh Dr. Ali A. Al-Barakat
College of Education College of Education
Yarmouk University Yarmouk University

Irbid- Jordan Irbid- Jordan
Abstract

The present researchers interviewed 150 first-, second- and
third-grade pupils from the schools of the departments of education
in the north of Jordan to determine their reading interests, sources
of reading materials, and whether or not these pupils have positive
attitudes towards reading. The researchers attempted to examine
teachers’, parents’, and peers’ roles in developing the pupils’ read-
ing interests and the obstacles that affect these interests.

The study revealed that stories and picture books/magazines top
the pupils’ reading interests while the school library is their major
source of reading materials. The pupils were found to have posi-
tive attitudes towards reading.

The findings further revealed that although most teachers talk to
their pupils about the importance of reading, they hardly play a part
in developing these pupils’ reading interests. The findings also
revealed that most parents do not encourage their children to read
materials other than their school textbooks, while peers were found
to encourage one another to read.

Lack of incentives and much school homework were found to be
the major obstacles facing the pupils’ reading interests followed by
inadequate books for all pupils, lack of new reading materials in the
school library, and parents’ unwillingness to buy reading materials
for their children.

The researchers put forth a number of relevant recommenda-
tions for parents, teachers, and school authorities.
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The Degree of Acquisition of Islamic Education Teaching
Competencies by Students of Diploma Program for Teaching
Methods of Islamic Education

Dr. Majed Al-Jallad Mr. Muath Al-Omari
College of Education & Basic Department of Curriculum and
Sciences Instruction
Ajman University for Science & Faculty of Education/Al-Magreb
Technology University
Al-Fujara — United Arab Emirates Alkhoms - Libya
Abstract

This study aimed at identifying the degree of students acquisition of
Islamic Education teaching competencies, and specifically students who
were enrolled in Diploma program for methods of teaching Islamic
Education.

The sample of the study consisted of (199) students (75 males, 124
females) who were enrolled in Diploma program for teaching methods of
Islamic Education, the sample was distributed randomly to three
Jordanian Universities: Jordan University, Yarmouk University and
Mu'tah University.

The research instrument (questionnaire) was constructed by the
researchers, it was consisted of (99) items as indicators for acquisition of
the competences divided into seven domains including: recitation of the
Holy Quran, interpretation of the Holy Quran, Hadeeth (A record of the
sayings and doings of the Prophet Muhammad Peace be upon him),
Agidah ( Faith, doctrine), Figh: (Islamic jurisprudence), Sira The biogra-
phy of the Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him), Akhlaq (Morals).

The main results of the present study showed that students respons-
es revealed a high degree of acquisition of Islamic Education teaching
competencies in all of the study domains. it is also showed that the Sira
domain acquired the highest degree of responses, where the interpreta-
tion of the Holly Quran got the lowest degree.

The analysis also revealed that there were significant differences
regarding the sex on acquisition of Islamic Education teaching competen-
cies in favor of female students, Besides, differences concerning the vari-
ables of university and students general average were statistically signif-
icant.
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The Effectiveness of a Group-Counseling Program in
Improving Psychological Adjustment and Self-Concept of
Abused Children

Dr. Siham D. Abueita Ahmad A. M.Ahmad
Department of Educational Psychology Department of counseling in Zarka
College of Sciences Education Ministry of Education

Hashemite University
Abstract

This study aimed at investigating the effectiveness of a group counseling pro-
gram in improving psychological adjustment and self-concept of abused chil-
dren. For that purpose the research used the psychological adjustment problem
scale, the self concept scale, and developed a group counseling program, con-
sisting of ten counseling sessions, which included many interventions methods,
dependiing on behavioral and cognitive theory. Every counseling session
ranged from 60-80 minutes. The sample of the study included 30 children, aged
from 12-17 years, who were exposed to a physical, sexual and psychological
abuse or neglect were taken from O’sama lben Zeid center and Omar lben
Abdul Aziz center, in Yajouz district in Zarka for caring and nurturing. The sam-
ple was divided randomly into two groups, one experimental group, and the
other control group, each of them included 15 children. The research applied a
pre-test on the two groups, the scale of psychological scale, and self concept
scale .The experimental group was exposed to the counseling program, which
includes the behavioral and cognitive theory methods; the control group did not
receive any training. After finishing the program, the post-test was applied on the
two groups. After two weeks from ending the program, retention was estimated
on both psychological adjustment and self concepts tests were applied.

The study results indicated statistically significant differences at a < 0.05
between the experimental group, and the controlled group, on the post test and
the retention, in the psychological adjustment problem scale, and self concept
scale. The experimental group showed improvement in the psychological adjust-
ment, and self concept, compared with the control group. The study concluded
a positive effect to the counseling program, which was developed for improving
the psychological adjustment and self concept of abused children. The study
concluded some recommendations including further studies on abused female
and male children in different areas of Jordan.It is necessary to adopt the coun-
seling program used in the study by all concerned sectors of the society that deal
with abused children.
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Physical Education Students’ Attitudes and Degree of Preference
for Teaching Styles Implemented in Teaching
Basketball and Racquetball Curricula

Dr. Sadiqg K. Alhayek Waleed Y. Alhumorri
Faculty of Physical Education Faculty of Physical Education
University of Jordan University of Jordan
Abstract

The purpose of this study was to determine the Basketball (1) and
Racquetball (1+2) students’ preferences of five learning styles (com-
mand, practice, reciprocal, guided discovery and problem solving styles)
with respect to their gender. The participants in this study were 37 bas-
ketball students and 41 racquetball students from the Faculty of Physical
Education / University of Jordan.The researchers taught both groups the
required skills in these two courses according to five styles of Mosston
and Ashworth (2002).

The results of data analysis indicated that there were nonstatitically
significant differences between the basketball students’ and racquetball
students’ preferences in three of five learning styles (command, practice,
and reciprocal styles). However, the basketball students scored signifi-
cantly higher in problem solving style, and the racquetball students
scored significantly higher in guided discovery style. Also, there were
nonstatitically significant differences between the female and the male
students’ preference in four of five learning styles (practice, reciprocal,
guided discovery, and problem solving styles). Female students scored
higher on command style. The results also indicated that there were non-
statitically significant differences between the two groups and the
females and males in students’ attitudes. The researchers recommend
that there were no one ideal style of teaching, but physical education
teachers should use more than one style and consider students’ learning
style preferences when selecting teaching styles.
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Constructing Norms of Some Dynamic Pulmonary Measures of
Male Physical Education Majors at An-Najah National University

Dr. Adbel-Naser A. Al-Qadumi
Department of Physical Education
Al-Najah University
Nablus — Palestine

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to construct norms of some dynamic
pulmonary measures of male physical education majors at An-Najah
National University. Furthermore, to determine the difference in pul-
monary measures according to smoking variable.The sample of the
study consisted of (192) male physical education majors at An-Najah
National University, and (Spirovit SP- 1) spirometer was used for meas-
uring Forced Expiratory Volume in one second (FEV1) L, Maximum
Voluntary Ventilation (MVV) L/M, Forced Vital Capacity (FVC) L, and
FEVI/ FVC%.

The results revealed that the means of (FEV1), (FVC), (MVV) and
FEVI/FVC% were respectively: (5.005 L, 5.69 L, 159.87 L/M, and
88.03%), and the best norms of these variables were respectively:
(5.90L, 6.65L, 185 L/ M, and 90%) .Furthermore, the results revealed
significant differences in these variables between smokers and non-
smokers in favor of non-smokers.

Based on the study findings, the researcher recommended to conduct
pulmonary function tests regulary because of their significance of pul-
monary health, and diagnosis of deseases.
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Locus of Control and its Relationship to Results of Soccer
National Arab Teams Participated in the Seventeenth
Championship of Arabian Gulf Tournament

Dr. Mohmmod E. Shubber Dr. Ali A. Ali Ahmad
Physical Education Department Physical Education Department
University of Bahrain University of Qatar
Abstract

The purpose of this study was to determine the differences in locus of
control among soccer national Arab teams participated in the XVII cham-
pionship of Arabian Gulf Tournament and how these differences related
to team results. A descriptive approach was used by the researchers
since this approach is suitable to the nature of this study. The population
included all the soccer players participated in the tournament which was

held in Qatar from September 10t il the 24t of the same month in the
year of 2004. Participants amounted to 118 players. The researchers
used locus of control questionnaire developed by Salim, (1985). The
guestionnaire is composed of 30 questions with 3 choices of yes, some
time and no. Participants were instructed to chose only one choice. The
researchers used the mean, standard deviation, t-test for differences
between means, analysis of variance, Pearson correlation coefficient and
Spearman correlation coefficient of ranks for statistical analyses.

Results indicated that there were differences in locus of control among
soccer players participated in the research. Players of the winner team
had an internal locus of control that was higher than the players of the
other teams. There were non statistically significant differences in locus
of control between players of a group of winning teams and a group of
losing teams. In fact, the comparison between players of a group of win-
ning teams and a group of losing teams showed that both groups of play-
ers came in the middle of internal and external locus of control. Their
results were close to 60 in a scale ranging from 30 (maximally internal)
and 90 (maximally external). Nonstatistically significant relationship was
found between locus of control and results of participated teams.
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